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MRS SUSHMA PAUL — CONDOLENCE 

Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 
MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [9.12 am]: I am 
greatly saddened to report the sudden passing of Mrs Sushma Paul, former honorary consul of India for Western 
Australia, on 28 December 2010. In her 19 years as the honorary consul of India and five years as president of 
the Indian Society of WA, Sushma tirelessly supported the Indian community in Western Australia. She also 
played a key role in developing trade relations between Western Australia and India. Mrs Paul was very 
passionate about her country of birth and was committed to promoting Indian cultural and artistic exchange 
between South East Asia and Western Australia. After forming her own company she brought Indian and other 
South East Asian performers to Western Australia to participate in popular events such as the Perth International 
Arts Festival. Mrs Paul was well known to many Western Australians and visitors to Perth as one of the hosts of 
the Analakshmi Restaurant on Perth’s Barrack Street jetty. As the co-founder of the Analakshmi Restaurant, she 
worked alongside volunteers in whatever role was required of her. 

In the last years of her life, Mrs Paul dedicated her energy to tirelessly supporting Indian students studying in 
Western Australia. In addition to providing counselling and advocacy support to individual students, Mrs Paul 
worked with a variety of agencies, particularly the Western Australia Police, other ministers and me to ensure the 
security of Indian international students.  

Sushma Paul was a person whose work and dedication embodied the true spirit of multicultural Australia. Her 
legacy and contributions will be cherished and remembered by many. Mrs Paul’s passing is a great loss to her 
family, the Indian community and Western Australia. I would like to acknowledge in the Speaker’s gallery this 
morning: Mrs Paul’s son Mr Monish Paul; her sister Mrs Ruma Garg; her two grandchildren Raj Paul and 
Akaashi Paul; and her niece, Mrs Aparna Burke.  
 


